
 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight: Sparkle App Training 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PUTNAM FAMILY 

RESOURCE CENTER 
has joined   

FACEBOOK       

We welcome you to “like” 

our page (Putnam Family 

Resource Center) to learn more 

about events and activities that 

are happening at the Putnam 

Family Resource Center and in 

the Community! 

 

 
 

 Parents and early care and education providers come and 

join us for a fun evening to learn about the SPARKLER App!  
 

When: Wednesday, April 24  
Dinner – 5:30-6:00 / Training 6:00-7:30 

Where: Putnam Elementary School 
Cost: FREE 

Presented by Meaghan Penrod, Sparkler Family and Community 
Engagement Specialist 

Sparkler is a free mobile family engagement app! It is available to 
families and providers in CT with young children (0-5). Check on a 

child’s development, access to over 2,000+ play activities, parenting tips 
and coaches available as a resource. 

 
Come see what it is all about! 

Contact the Putnam Family Resource Center to register, email 
duffyj@putnam.k12.ct.us or call 860-963-6940. 
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Download the Sparkler 
App and when 
prompted enter code 

PUT for Putnam 
families. More 
information is included 
in this newsletter. 
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Preschool Registration Is Open! 
We are accepting registrations for our 2024-2025 nationally accredited Putnam 

Preschool Programs.   
Programs are for Putnam children who are 3 or 4 years old.  There are part-day, 

school-day and full-day program options for families.  Children do not need to be 
potty trained.  Tuition is charged for our preschool programs on a very affordable 

sliding fee scale. 
The registration packet is available at the Putnam Elementary School Main Office, 

our FRC webpage or you can contact Jessica Duffy for a packet.    
Once you have completed your packet, you can drop it off at the PES Main Office 
or email completed packet to duffyj@putnam.k12.ct.us. Please call our office with 

any questions 860-963-6940. 

 

 
 

 
The Northeast Early Childhood Council (NECC), Putnam Family Resource Center &  

EASTCONN Head Start have partnered to offer a 

    FREE Social-Emotional (SEL) Learning & Support Workshop    
to provide our local families with an introduction & overview of resources  

to support their child(ren)’s social-emotional learning 
 

When:  Tues., May 7, 2024 - Dinner (optional) 5:30-6:00pm; Workshop 6:00-7:15pm 

Where:  Putnam Elementary School, 33 Wicker St. Putnam, CT 06260 
Who:  Families with children, ages 2-8 yrs. old who live in any of the following CT towns: 

Brooklyn, Canterbury, Killingly, Plainfield, Putnam, Thompson & Sterling 
Registration Required. Space is Limited. On-site childcare provided for children, ages 2 & up 

(younger children may stay with their parent/caregiver) 
 

Each family that attends will receive a FREE Social-Emotional Learning Kit 
 

   
 

 

Also needed for registration: Your child’s Birth Certificate, Recent physical within 1 
year and Immunization Records, Proof of Residency (i.e. mortgage or rental 

agreement, bill for a utility at your Putnam address) and Custody Agreements. These 
items can be scanned or take a picture and email them to duffyj@putnam.k12.ct.us. 

 

To register:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5-7-
24SELworkshop or contact: NECC Regional Outreach 
Coordinator, Christine Rosati Randall at 860-717-2009 or 
rosatirandall@outlook.com 
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Play & Learn Groups! 
Looking for something fun and engaging to do with your child?   

Come and join us for a Play & Learn Group! 
Ages 0-5 years 

Play and Learn Group – Mondays – PES 10-11:30 
Baby & Me - Tuesdays - PES 10-11:30 

Music and Movement - Wednesdays - PES 10-11:00 

 
Fridays join for local meet ups, check FB page for up-to-date information or 

check out our monthly calendar in this newsletter. 
This program is FREE!  

 
Please call Shannon Haney at Putnam FRC - 960-963-6940 or email 

haneys@putnam.k12.ct.us to sign up. 

 A Recipe for Family Fun 

Earth  

Day  

Treat 

Ingredients: 1 cup blueberries cut in half, 1 cup 
green grapes cut in half, 1 package cream cheese, 1 
tsp vanilla, 1 Tb sugar, Package of flavored rice cakes 
(or one large cookie base)  

Instructions 

Help your child cut grapes and blueberries in 
half. Help your child measure out 1 Tb sugar 
and 1 tsp of vanilla. Mix the sugar, vanilla 
and cream cheese in a small bowl. 
Spread the cream cheese mixture onto the rice 
cake. 
The last step is to tell them to create the earth 
by placing the blueberries for the water and 
the grapes for the land.    

Eat and Enjoy! 

Family Fun 
(Parent/Child Activity & Learning) 

Earth Day Necklace 

Materials: soil, glue, popsicle stick, paper clip, 
Dixie cup, blue & green paint, and yarn 

Fill Dixie cup 2/3 full with soil. Cover the soil 
with glue.  Use a popsicle stick to stir soil and 
glue together until it turns into a blob. Use your 
hands to roll blob into a sphere.  Place the paper 
clip inside of it so that only one “hoop” is seen. 
This will be used to hang the earth as a necklace. 
Let the sphere dry overnight. Use the blue and 
green paint on the soil ball to resemble the earth. 
Allow the painted earth  
to dry overnight. String  
yarn through the paper  
clip. Tie the ends together  
to make a necklace! 

 

 

 

 



PES PTO News 

The next PTO Meeting will 

be held on 

Tuesday, May 21  

at 6:00 p.m. 
voting on PTO Board positions will 

occur at this meeting 
In the Putnam Elementary School 

Library 

Childcare is available for children of 

parents attending the meeting. 

 
 

Volunteers Needed 

The PTO is seeking volunteers for special 
events: 

Color Run – May 4 
Plant Sale – May 7 to 9 

Field Day – June 5 rain date June 7 
 

Visit their Facebook page for more 
information – Putnam Elementary 

School PTO 

Sign up to attend the first ever PES 

PTO Color Run on May 4! 

May the 4th be with you! – Come in 

your best Star Wars attire and help 

to raise funds while getting 

splashed with color. All are 

welcome!   
More information is available on their Facebook 

page or look further in this newsletter. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events & Activities  
Preschool Registration – Open NOW 

Play & Learn Groups – Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays at 10:00am 
April Vacation – Monday, April 15 – 
Friday, April 19 
PES After School Clubs – Sta Tuesday, 
April 23 
Sparkler App Parent/Provider Training – 
Wednesday, April 24 from 5:30-7:30 
PES PTO – Tuesday, May 21 at 6:00           
Putnam Board of Education - Tuesday, 
May 21 at 7:00pm  

 

News & Events 

FREE CHILD FIND 

DEVELOPMENTAL 

SCREENINGS 
Appointments are available 

upon request.  If you are 

concerned about your child’s 

development, please call for 

more information.  
Children 3 and 4 years of age who are 

Putnam residents are eligible to 
participate in this speech & language 

and developmental screening. 
 

 
For more information and to 

schedule an appointment, please call 

the Putnam Family Resource Center  

at 860-963-6940. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Generations School-Based Health 

Center 
(A partnership between Generations Family Health Center 

and Putnam Public Schools) 

Fill out an application to use this service - 

applications available in Main Offices at 

all schools or by visiting 
https://genhealth.org/programs-a-

services/school-based-health 

Services offered: Behavioral Health Services 
Location: Putnam Middle School - 35 Wicker 

Street, Putnam 
Accepting all insurances and a sliding fee scale is available 

based on family size and income.  For the uninsured, 
Generations will work with families to screen for insurance 
eligibility and work out payment plans.  No student will be 

refused services based on an inability to pay. 

For Info or appointments for Elementary/Middle 

School Students Call: 860-928-4698 

For information or appointments for High 

School Students Call: 860-928-2714 

 

Community Events 

and News 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classroom Celebration Catering 
Visit the Food services page on the district 

website to order a special birthday celebration 
snack for your child’s class!  They take the work 
out of preparing birthday classroom snacks and 
they meet the healthy food requirements for the 

school.  Snacks are delivered on this special 
birthday cart to your child’s class to celebrate 
their special day.  All snacks are reasonably 

priced from .50 to $1.00. 
No outside food products are allowed in the 

school at this time for any classroom 

celebrations! 

Community 
Events & News 

 

Interfaith Human Services of 

Putnam  
(Serving all of Windham County except Willimantic area) 

51-53 Grove St., P O Box 281, Putnam, CT 06260  
www.ihspputnam.org - - 

www.facebook.com/putnamdailybread 

 

PROGRAMS-SERVICES 
Daily Bread Food Pantry, Thanksgiving Baskets, 

Summer Food Program/Snack Packs, Fuel Assistance 
(Putnam Residents), NU2U Clothing, Pathways 2 

Success, Homelessness Support/Prevention,  
Diaper Bank of NECT 

Please call 860-928-0169 or send an email to 
ihspputnam2005@gmail.com, if you have any questions 

about IFHSP services or qualifications.   
Families can qualify for IFHSP services even if they 

do not qualify for state assistance! 
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VETERANS ONLY FOOD SHARE 

FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 

10:00 A.M. 

PUTNAM FARMERS MARKET PAVILION 

18 KENNEDY DRIVE ~ PUTNAM 

VETERANS, VETERANS SPOUSES AND 

WIDOWS & GENERAL PUBLIC 

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED 

 

 

Birth to Three System 
Early Intervention Supports 

If you are a parent or caregiver that has concerns 
about your child’s development, the CT Birth to 

Three System can help you!  
Anyone with concerns can contact the Connecticut 
Birth to Three System by visiting their website at 
http://www.birth23.org or by calling 1-800-505-

7000 and making a referral.   
A play-based evaluation will be completed with 

your family, the results will be shared, and services 
for eligible children will be planned with your 

family.   

Early Intervention Matters! 

 
Connecticut Birth to Three System 
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View or download your FREE 

copy of the                                                          

Resources for Families in 

Northeast Connecticut Guide! 
Visit www.neccouncil.org and 

click the link on the homepage or 

scan this QR code. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Northeast Early Childhood Council (NECC) includes the 

communities of Brooklyn, Canterbury, Killingly, Plainfield, Putnam, 

Sterling & Thompson. We work together to ensure all children, birth 

through age eight, in our communities are healthy, safe and successful 

learners. 

 

For even more FREE resources and events, follow us on Facebook  

@nechildhoodcouncil 



  



 
 

 



 



 



 



 

 


