Vision for Curriculum Development

Putnam Public Schools believes all students should have access to a high quality, engaging, education. There
are expectations of success for all students with units that encourage student exploration and inquiry.

The curriculum is content rich, offering students opportunities to
learn important concepts and procedures with understanding,
while simultaneously providing students with opportunities to
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the curriculum alongside content that is informed by state and
national standards.
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Proud research and promotes the work of the discipline. The written
documents in each grade level include key required components,
including the scope of the material and the depth of understanding
that is expected upon unit completion.

Putnam Learners

Maps for courses and grade levels define the pace and common expectations of a content. Teachers use these
maps to guide and sequence instruction toward the attainment of key concepts detailed in the unit design.
Unit design follows the Understanding by Design (UbD) Model by Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins although

personalized to match the work valued in Putnam. There are three stages in the UbD model:
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Evidence of Learning —

Assessment —

Desired Results -

Gives examples of learning events
instruction as well as instructional and
student resources. This may include
lesson plans, tasks, and technology
integration opportunities.

Includes varied, valuable, and
reliable assessments which
allow students to demonstrate
they are able to do what is
being asked.

Gives clear guidance on what
students should know and be
able to do.




K-12 Alignment

Vertical alignment is assured through guiding documents in each discipline that combine the priorities in
state/national documents, Putnam’s Vision of the Putnam Learner (Portrait of the Graduate), and long term
student outcomes. These guiding documents are accessed frequently to develop a learning pathway to
prioritized student outcomes.

Continuity in instruction, across a grade level and within a content, is developed by assured learning
experiences, or key cognitive learning experiences. The goal is to help learners to process, rehearse, store, or
transfer new learning or tasks that create experiences for students to demonstrate increasing proficiency on

the specified content.

Teachers have adequate resources to support their work and are continually growing as professionals.
Professional Development is a priority as we develop curriculum that requires teachers to build an
instructional repertoire to allow our students to explore both content and Putnam’s Vision of the Putnam
Learner (Portrait of the Graduate) priorities.

Putnam’s Curriculum Council provides guidance and feedback for curriculum writers and program
implementers. The primary function of the Curriculum Council is to uphold criteria for district design and
assessment standards as well as approve new programs and course offerings. Documents are reviewed by the
Council prior to presentation to Putnam’s Board of Education Curriculum Council and the full Board of
Education.

Assessment

The need to test what we value, and value what we test, drives our assessment system. The assessment
package in each unit includes measuring content knowledge, content and concept understanding, and the
ability to apply learning to unique and authentic problems clearly delineated in the curricular documents.

Assessments are common to the grade level and/or course and are analyzed to examine student learning and
inform curriculum, instruction, and assessment revisions. Common formative assessments at all levels allow
for informed teaching that attends to individual, small group, and whole group needs. Both formative and
summative assessments have clear criteria and identify areas in which the student can make further progress.
Performance based assessments and other common summative assessments measure student understanding
and ability to transfer learning.

Vision of a Putnam Learner

Qur students are independent learners who can apply their knowledge for different purposes. They are resilient, persistent

and adaptable and can embrace the future. With empathy and understanding of diverse cultures and perspectives our
learners can work in a collaborative fashion to find creative solutions to problems. Failure is viewed as an opportunity for
future success and exploration of the world is encouraged.




